1st 
In 1 Esdras 3 and 4, I was very shocked by one of the character's actions. Through feminist criticism I was able to analyze this text. To begin, I want to say that I am female and fully support both women and equal rights but I am not some feminist girl who only focuses on all the bad things that happen to women. I prefer to look at all they have achieved instead. That said, in 1 Esdras, 3 men compete to see who the king thinks is the wisest. They all write what thing they think is the strongest in the world and give it to the King to decide. The three things were: 1. wine; 2. the king; and 3. women however the truth rules over everything. Zerubbabel is the winner who gave option 3. Just from knowing this bit of info, you should realize how extraordinary this is for this time. I was shocked about this character who I have never heard of. Men at this time would never speak of women in that way, yet alone have two men agree about it. In verses 13-32, "The Speech About Women," was really empowering. Things like "men cannot exist without women," "women rule over you," and "men have lost their minds over women" along with many many other facts about women were all said in this short speech. Men never talked about women this way as well as in Zerubbabel's Reward it was stated that the king kissed him. This again would never happen at this time. I found all of it very empowering and amazing even in today's time.

2nd
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading the Life of Adam was like looking at Genesis with a magnifying glass. It went into so much more detail and let you understand the characters of Adam and Eve in a much more meaningful way. We learn throughout the story that Eve was extremely sorry for what she did and felt guilt and sorrow for the rest of her life. Immediately after, she wanted Adam to kill her because they couldn't find any food and then was tricked by Satan again during her repentance. She sent herself away during her pregnancy with Cain and would have died if it wasn't for God's love for Adam. No matter how hard Eve tried to be a better person and to show her love for Adam and for God, she could never catch a break. Cain was born to her, knowing that he was going to be the "lawless one" who would kill her son, not even born yet, Abel. Reading this, I thought how cruel can God be? Eve made a mistake. Instead of just not allowing her to have kids you have to make her have two, and one kill the other? That was a whole lot of extra pain and heartbreak that I don't feel like she deserved. As we here from her explanation of her sins to Seth, she was very hesitant to eat the fruit because she knew that it was wrong. Satan thoroughly manipulated her into thinking it was okay and that she wouldn't be punished by God. Her whole life after that, she tried to get forgiveness from God and from Adam.

